Saturday 25 November 2006

Palace Zofin <http://www.zofin.cz>
Ceremonial Evening


19.00 – 23.00
19.00-19.15 
Welcome by Czech Governmental Representative

19.15-19.45
Audiovisual presentation by the award winning photographer, Dr Tom Fox


19.45-20.15
Performance by the famous Czech children’s choir Bambino di Praga
20.15-20.45
Speech by the UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Ms Asma Jahangir 

20.45-late
Hot buffet





Bambini di Praga Children’s Choir

This famous Czech Children’s choir will the performing folk songs from around the world. This is in celebration of humanity’s diversity and its religious, cultural and ethnic pluralism as something to be cherished rather than opposed. Their performance symbolises the hope and promise of harmony for humankind.
http://www.bambini.cz/
Dr Tom Fox 
Tom Fox’s presentation captures how in particular episodes in our history humanity has made religions and beliefs the cause of conflict and bloodshed, despite all of the impulses they impart towards coexistence and love. 

Born of English parents in Kenya and lived in Tanzania and South Africa, before moving to England at the age of 14. Took up photography soon after moving to Norfolk to take up employment at the BBSRC Institute of Food Research in 1985.  Tom's photography focussed largely on creating slide shows using multi-projection formats. In 1997 he joined the Royal Photographic Society and has won awards for his slide photography and
audio-visual shows. His performances have included shows screened at the Global Forum
Satellite Conference to the Rio Summit in Manchester, The Royal Norfolk Show and the BBSRC's Cell City show at the John Innes Centre in Norwich, Glastonbury in 2000, University of East Anglia¹s public Christmas lecture, and the launch of the Inter Faith Forum in Birmingham. He has also written and produced shows incorporating live theatre with projection performed at the Playhouse in Norwich, Richmond Theatre and
Hackney, London. He has been partially deaf since birth and relies on lip-reading.
Ms Asma Jahangir 

Asma Jahangir was appointed UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief in July 2004. In this function she has submitted several reports to the UN Commission on Human Rights, to the UN General Assembly and to the UN Human Rights Council. Previously she had already served as UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions from 1998 to 2004. Presently, she is also Commissioner of the International Commission of Jurists, Executive Member of the International Crisis Group and Honorary Board Member of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan. In her home country, Pakistan, she is Director of AGHS Legal Aid Cell, an NGO set up in 1980 to provide free legal aid to women. Over the years, the mandate of AGHS has expanded to respond to the needs of a growing civil society and the demands made by various groups for legal recourse. Asma Jahangir represents clients in the High Court, Federal Shariat Court and the Supreme Court of Pakistan.
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