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1. Types of situations reported under the Special rapporteur’s mandate

· Situations, where state agents try to convert, re-convert or prevent the conversion of persons

· Situations, where religious conversion is prohibited by law and punished accordingly

· Situations, where members of majority religious groups seek to convert or reconvert members of religious minorities

· Situations, where so-called “unethical” conversions have been reported

2. Applicable international standards

· Article 18 UDHR: “[...] this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief [...]”

· Article 18 ICCPR: “(1) [...] This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice [...] (2) No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice.”
· Para. 5 of Human Rights Committee general comment No. 22 on article 18 ICCPR: “[...] the freedom to ‘have or to adopt’ a religion or belief necessarily entails the freedom to choose a religion or belief, including the right to replace one’s current religion or belief with another or to adopt atheistic views, as well as the right to retain one’s religion or belief. Article 18.2 bars coercion that would impair the right to have or adopt a religion or belief, including the use of threat of physical force or penal sanctions to compel believers or non-believers to adhere to their religious beliefs and congregations, to recant their religion or belief or to convert. […] ”

· Article 1 of the 1981 Declaration: “[...] This right shall include freedom to have a religion or whatever belief of his choice [...]”

· Article 8 of the 1981 Declaration: “Nothing in the present Declaration shall be construed as restricting or derogating from any right defined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Rights.”

3. Questions

· Do the applicable standards in UDHR, ICCPR and 1981 Declaration differ concerning the issue of conversion or do the texts constitute only different wordings of the same concept? 

· Is it necessary to invoke the safeguard clause in Article 8 of the 1981 Declaration?

· Who should be competent to decide whether children could change their religion or belief?
· Are there strict or case-by-case age limits concerning the question whether a child may convert to a different religion or to adopt atheistic views or to retain his/her religion against the will of his/her parents or legal guardians? 
For a general discussion of change of religion or belief see the Special Rapporteur’s reports to the Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/2005/61, paras. 45-47), to the General Assembly (A/60/399, paras. 40-68) and her in situ visits to Nigeria (E/CN.4/2006/5/Add.2, para. 100) and to Sri Lanka (E/CN.4/2006/5/Add.3, paras. 56-78)
