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Introductory Reflections
· An opening definition - “the spreading of one’s beliefs”

· The propagation of religion or belief and the nature/content  of religion or belief

· The propagation of religion or belief and the structure of international human rights protection

· Resulting tensions: 

· the public/private divide
· the freedom of religion or belief as a challenge to the human rights framework

· the ’control’ mentality and the seemingly inescapably conflictual discourse

Direct and Indirect Propagation
· The ‘proselytism’ paradigm and the legacy of ‘Kokinnakis v. Greece’ (ECHR, 1993)

· Propagation by conduct
· passive (the example of the ‘godly person’)
· active (the structured offering of assistance by religious organisations)

From Manifestation to Propagation
· Are all forms of manifestation of religion or belief a form of propagation?

· Worship
· Teaching
· Practice
· observance

· When does manifestation become propagation?
· place?
· time?
· context?

· Who determines whether a manifestation is a form of propagation?
· subjective (propagator/propagatee?)
· objective

The Scope of Legitimate Restrictions
· What interests are being protected by limiting the propagation of religion or belief?

· It is legitimate to restrict the propagation of religion or belief in order to secure ‘respect’?

· The impact of the ‘freedom of expression’

· The impact of restricting propagation upon the right to change one’s religion or belief

Contemporary Case Studies
· Religious symbols

· Medical Assistance

· ‘Spiritual Assistance’


Suggestions/Recommendations
· The propagation of religion or belief is intimately connected with the exercise of the freedom of religion and belief and must be protected as an essential element of that freedom

· Restrictions upon propagation may only ever relate to those forms of activities which are undertaken with the intention of spreading ones beliefs to those who do not currently share them

· Such restrictions must not be designed merely to seek to prevent individuals being exposed to ideas, opinions, expressions, examples and beliefs other than their own

· It must be remembered that the central thrust of human rights protection is to protect the individual from the intrusive conduct of the state. Therefore, state-directed limitations on the capacity of believers to propagate their religion or beliefs should be the subject of particularly careful scrutiny from a human rights perspective

